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“No Kings” Protest Raises
Questions About Power and

Democracy in America
by ANNIE JANG
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On October 18th, 2025, big "No Kings" rallies took place

all over the United States. People came out to protest Pres-
ident Donald Trump acting more like a ruler than a leader.
Many Republicans made fun of the movement and labeled the
protesters unpatriotic, new polls show a lot of Americans actu-
ally agree with what those protesters are saying. The movement
has quickly spread online, which makes people sharing videos,
signs, and stories about why they believe democracy in America
is in the risk stage. Even some of them think this could be one
of the biggest political protests since the early 2020s.

"No Kings" suggests that no one president should hold all
the power. Trump and his supporters laughed it off online, post-
ing memes of wearing a crown. House Speaker Mike Johnson
called the rallies against American values. A survey from the
Public Religion Research found that 56% of Americans think
Trump is a potentially dangerous dictator whose power should
be limited while 41% call him a strong leader. More appear to
be concerned about how much power Trump wields.

Other polls say the same thing that most Americans think
Trump has gone too far in using presidential power. Even
some Republicans say he is crossing the line. Supporters of
the "No Kings" movement say their protests are really about
protecting democracy and making sure no leader can take too
much control.

In conclusion, these protests demonstrate that many Amer-
icans feel that something is seriously wrong with democracy

and freedom. People are worried that the balance of power is
slipping away. It shows that the "No King" movement is also
an opportunity for Americans to think about how to keep their
government fair, balanced, and truly for the people. This protest
shows the deep frustration and a desire for real responsibility
from those in power.

The Nation’s Report Card Reveals
Worrying Trends

by YEJU JANG

Recent results from the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) show that American high school students are
experiencing a noticeable decline in both math and reading
skills.

According to the data, a significant number of students
scored below the “proficient” level, highlighting growing gaps
in academic achievement across the country. Experts suggest
that the decline may be related to the long-term impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic, increased phone screen time, and
challenges in maintaining consistent study habits.

These findings make educators concern that basics are es-
sential for student’s future success. NAEP’s report serves as a
reminder that maintaining strong foundational skills is crucial.
Students, teachers, and parents all play a role in improving
learning outcomes. By paying attention to these trends, schools
can take action to ensure that students are prepared for college
and careers.

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
is widely recognized as “The Nation’s Report Card”, providing
reliable and official data on student achievement across the
United States. The result revealed a decreasing data in both
math and reading skills among the US high school students,
which is a big concerning issue that affects not only academic
performance but also students’ future opportunities.

Additionally, the article draws attention to the increasing
achievement gaps between different groups of students. It em-
phasizes that lower-performing students are most likely falling
further behind, highlighting the urgent need for schools, educa-
tors and parents to provide targeted support.

In summary, this article was selected because it is both
relevant and informative. It connects global educational trends
to our local context, emphasizes the importance of foundational




