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The Third Force of Korean Politics
Part 1

by YESEONG LEE
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Establishment of the ‘“Reform Party”

After the 20th Nation Assembly, many parties crashed down,
and the two parties — the Power People Party and the Democratic
Party of Korea — took over the National Assembly. People’s
dissatisfaction increased due to the two-party system and their
crimes. Ahead of the general election in April, non-mainstream
politicians are trying to attract these people to win the election.

The one that is getting the most interest is the Reform Party
by Junseok Lee. After graduating from Harvard, he entered
politics as the emergency council member of the Grand National
Party (currently PPP) on December 27, 2011. At the young
age of thirty-six, he was elected as the PPP leader and became
the youngest party leader of a main opposition party. However,
he was suspended from his party membership and dismissed
from his duties due to the suspicion of sexual entertainment
though many believe that the political interpretation is that the
situation is due to the worsening relationship of Yoon. Later,
the disciplinary action was canceled for the unity within the
party. Still, he said he would find his own way if the party did
not change until December 2023 while criticizing the president
and the party’s behavior that only follows ideology rather than
people’s lives.

On December 27, 2023, which was the same day when
he first entered the party, he announced his withdrawal from
the party and the creation of a new party in Mapo Cham Sut
Galbi (7} 3= %< ZH4]), a restaurant located in his political
hometown. The declaration is called “Mapo Cham Sut Galbi
Declaration (U} 3F<= 78] A1 91)”. Junseok Lee’s entourage,
Haram Cheon and Ki-in Lee left the PPP on December 29. On
January 3, Euna Her gave up the position of a lawmaker and

joined the Reform Party. Cheon, Lee, and Her became the
chiefs of the party formation preparatory committee.

Because Juseok Lee was a programmer who majored in
Computer Science, he could make a system that people could
join the party easily and a community in which party members
could communicate with each other quickly. This led to a large
number of people joining in a short amount of time, surpassing
the number of party members of the Justice Party in a few days.
The Reform Party became the first party to get the required
number of members to build the party only on the Internet.
On January 20, the founding convention was opened. Junseok
Lee was elected as a party leader, and Haram Cheon, Ki-in Lee,
and Euna Her were appointed as the members of the supreme
council of the party (usually by voting but appointed due to the
lack of time). Yongnam Kim was appointed as the chairman of
the policy committee.
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Unification of the “Hope of Korea’ and the ‘“Reform Party”

“We agree on each other’s vision and values. This is because
in order to have a ‘better tomorrow than today’, we must become
a ‘leading country in science and technology.” ‘Reform Party’
is the ‘Hope of Korea’. ‘Hope of Korea’ is the ‘Reform Party’.
Today we declare our unity.” -Hope of Korea X Reform Party

Hyang-ja Yang graduated from Gwangju Girls’ Commercial
High School and joined Samsung as a research assistant for
semiconductors in 1985. She was a female who did not even
graduate from college and graduated from a commercial high
school, ignored at that time. She was never called by her name
and called “Miss Yang”. She studied Japanese and supercon-
ductors by watching seniority to help. She could get a chance
to go to Samsung’s in-house university. She was rejected a
few times just because she was a working mom, but she could
graduate from the university with high grades. She became a
researcher and finally became the executive of Samsung. Later,
she joined DPK and became a lawmaker. However, she was one
of the people who was unsatisfied with the two-party system,
so she created a party named Hope of Korea (HOK).

The unification of the third parties was an issue that started
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to come out after the announcements of many politicians mak-
ing new parties, for advantages in the general elections, but
politicians started to make conflicts with each other. Yang and
Lee were so close that the people were thinking that they would
unify. They once uploaded a video of their debates for four
hours. However, Yang said they must keep their party name
and science and technology-centered platform policy, and the
unification of the two parties faded out. With another twist,
Junseok Lee accepted the conditions and they unified on January
24. They will change the party name after the general election.
The Reform Party became the floor party, and Yang became the
floor leader.

Deadly Cold Wave Spread
Throughout USA

by CIERRA BAE
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CBS reported on the 21st (local time) that 89 people died
in a week due to the recent Arctic cold wave with strong winds
and snow in the United States. In particular, 25 and 16 people
were killed in Tennessee and Oregon, respectively. Additional
deaths were reported in Illinois, Pennsylvania, Mississippi,
Washington, Kentucky, Wisconsin, New York, and New Jer-
sey.Hypothermia caused by cold and traffic accidents caused
by freezing roads were the main causes of death. As traffic
accidents frequently occurred in states where deaths were re-
ported, the state government asked drivers to drive safely. It
also advised drivers to avoid unnecessary driving.

This weekend, the entire U.S. was hit by a severe cold spell.
CBS said the eastern part of the U.S. is expected to experience
the coldest weather this winter. Such cold spell warnings have
been extended to northern Florida. Experts are urging people
to wear multiple layers of clothing when going out and pay
attention to hypothermia.Last week, northeastern Minnesota
fell to minus 35.6°C. Wind chill temperatures in parts of North
Dakota were minus 56°C.In western Oregon, a blizzard hit,
forcing more than 45,000 people to experience power outages.
Power outages were also reported in Pennsylvania, California,
New Mexico and Indiana. In some parts of Indiana, 32 inches
(81.3 centimeters) of snow accumulated.

The U.S. National Weather Service (NWS) announced that
cold fronts from the Arctic and Canada were the cause of the
cold wave. Earlier, the NWS reported that about 110 million
people had been under a cold wave warning or warning, and
record low temperatures were expected.The weather forecaster
predicted that the weather conditions, where snow falls and ice
forms, will continue until early this week. However, as the cold
recedes, there is a risk of flooding in the Midwest and Northeast.

Youtuber Clones his Dog

by JULIE SONG

T A o

"galthokrakTokgh1g "

[2341] 3EH 'AFQoHIC 1R’

Image Source: YTN News
Recently, a YouTuber introduced two dogs on his YouTube
channel. But his dogs were different from other common dogs.
His dogs are from his past dog that died. It was the cloning
dogs that he copied his dead dog’s DNA to make them. In 2022,
while he was suffering from his pet loss, he decided to visit
a private company to ask them to use his dead dog’s DNA to
clone his dog. Some people were encouraging him with the
loss, but others said that there are various ways to overcome the
sense of loss, but his decision to clone was too hasty. Animal
rights organizations criticize that the process of replicating the
dog’s DNA violates animal rights, and also the short lifespan
and health problems of the cloning dog are pointed out as a
problem. However, the side of the related organizations that
cloned the dog states that they comply with the animal rights

law well, and have no problem with it at all.

The Growth of Google’s
reCAPTCHA

by JIHOON CHOI

The barrier between you and the login-page is Google’s
reCAPTCHA (Completely Automated Public Turing test to tell
Computers and Humans Apart), which traditionally forced users
to click images or type randomly warped characters. But since
the arrival of reCAPTCHA v3, the distress has been reduced.

reCAPTCHAS protect websites against bots trying to spread
harmful messages or ads. The reCAPTCHA and reCAPTCHA






