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Eating Tteokguk on Lunar New Year
by HYUNSEO KIM
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The Lunar New Year, which is also called Seollal in Korea, is
one of the biggest celebrations in Korea. This is because the
calendar used during the Joseon dynasty, the Lunar calendar,
was used to celebrate the New Year holidays. This tradition is
still there as one of the official holidays in Korea. Since it is
such a big holiday, there is special food for the Lunar New Year.
The most popular one of these traditional foods is tteokguk,
which is a rice-cake soup.

Nowadays, people eat this tteokguk in many different ways.
Tteokguk mostly depends on the base soup that has been used.
The most famous way is by using soup boiled with anchovies or
using seolleongtang, which is also a Korean soup. Additionally,
small portions of meat and sometimes dumplings are added to
the soup. Right before eating it, some people put sliced gim, or
dried seaweed, and sliced egg on top of the soup.

The rice cakes in the Tteokguk are made out of a rice cake
called galaetteog, Galaetteog is a rice cake that usually has a
white color and a long cylindrical shape. Galaetteog usually has
a plain rice taste without any additional flavor added. Galaet-
teog is used in tteokguk not only because it is plain, but because
of its meaning. Since galaetteog has a long shape, it symbolizes
long life. People started eating tteokguk to wish for a long and
peaceful life, one year to another. Also back in time, they cut
the rice cake more in a round shape like yeobjeon, which is a
round coin form of money that was used in the Joseon dynasty,
to symbolize wealth.

The New Sun’s Blessings
by JIYONG SIM

When the scarlet sun climbs up the vast sea,
The new sunlight covers the whole surface,
And the magical sunrise starts to be
Opening the glorious year of grace.

The sun will wash ‘way the stains of failure
And give us energy to start again;
We will stand up with being more mature.
And the things we wanted - we will obtain.

We will forget all the negative things,
And make the impossible possible.
The power of the sun will be our wings.
We will progress and be unstoppable.

Although the past seemed incomplete and unclear,
Blessings will drive us to our goals more near.

A Rainbow-Colored Flash at
Midnight
by YESEONG LEE

On December 30, 2022, a rainbow-colored flash seemed
all over Korea, even in some parts of Japan, China, and Russia.
People have reported it to newspapers, police officers, etc. News
scrambled to write multiple articles about an unidentified flying
object over the airspace online, and people made up conspiracy
theories, such as that it was an alien UFO and the work of North
Korea. After that, the Korean Ministry of National Defense
announced that they conducted a test flight of a solid-propellant
space launch vehicle to strengthen national defense capabilities
in space-based surveillance and reconnaissance. The reason
for the announcement after the launch is said to be a military
security issue. The flash reminiscent of an alien UFO in peo-
ple’s fantasy is due to a “twilight phenomenon.” A twilight
phenomenon occurs when exhaust particles from the propellant
freeze and expand in the upper atmosphere. It is rare because
many situations have to overlap at the same time.



VOL.III. . . No.4 Point of View JANUARY 2023 2

Image Source: Yeseong Lee
Meanwhile, the Korean Ministry of National Defense announced
that the military will continue to try to strengthen national de-
fense capabilities, including space.

Chinese Netizens Claim Lunar New
Year to Be Chinese New Years

by JAEHYUN JUNG
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Everyone seems to enjoy their Lunar New Year this year,
gathering with families and eating Tteokguk. However, Chi-
nese netizens argue that Lunar New Year should be called the

Chinese New Year on internet platforms such as Twitter. On
January 12th, The British Museum tweeted that they will have
a performance on January 20th inspired by the Korean Lunar
New Year. The tweet ticked off the Netizens, they started
commenting and posting bad stuff about the tweet. Eventually,
the British Museum decided to erase the tweet about the event.

Lunar New Year and the Chinese New Year come on the
same day. The Lunar Calendar originated from the Zhou dy-
nasty, and other countries in Asia also adopted China’s calendar.
Korea’s lunar calendar was also mainly derived from the calen-
dar in mainland China. However, long ago and overtime, Korea
and China separated their ways of celebrating the Lunar New
Year. The Korean Lunar New Year is called Seollal, and in
China, the Spring Festival.

In Korea, Koreans celebrate their lunar new year by eating
Tteokguk and playing a game called Yutnori, in Seollal Koreans
usually gather with families to spend time with them. Roads will
be filled with traffic everywhere you go. In China, China cele-
brates the spring festival by having outdoor parades. They have
lots of outdoor spectacles such as firecrackers, fireworks, and
dancing dragons. These differences make these two countries’
ways of celebrating the Lunar New Year completely different.

An Interview with ChatGPT About
the AI Issues Part 1

by JIYONG SIM

ChatGPT is a chatbot, an AI for communication with people,
developed by OpenAI. It has been a ground-shaking issue in
many fields for its potential versatile applications, such as
working as a search engine, writing codes, fiction, essays, etc.
There have been many controversies about using it or not. Many
schools banned its usage, and many search engine companies
such as Google are cautious about it replacing their engines. I
thought that it would be unique if I ask ChatGPT itself about
the controversies, and these are its responses:

Q: Hi!

A: Hello! How can I help you today?

Q: I’m here to ask you a few questions.

A: Sure, I’ll do my best to help. What would you like to know?

Q: What do you think about AIs taking human jobs? Please give
some list of ways humans, and AIs can solve those problems?

A: The impact of AI on jobs is a complex issue, and opinions
on it can vary. Some experts believe that AI has the potential to
automate many jobs, which could lead to significant job losses
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for humans. However, others argue that AI could also create
new jobs and improve overall productivity.
There are a few ways to address the potential impact of AI on
jobs:

Education and training: Providing workers with the skills they
need to adapt to the changing job market can help ensure that
they [can] find new employment if their current job is automated.

Support for workers: Programs such as unemployment insur-
ance and retraining programs can provide financial support to
workers who lose their jobs due to automation.

Invest in new industries: Encouraging the growth of new indus-
tries, such as renewable energy, can create new job opportunities
for workers.

Income support: Governments could provide a universal basic
income to citizens, which would help them to cope with the
loss of jobs due to automation.

Collaboration: Companies, [g]overnments, and educational
institutions can collaborate to create a more robust workforce
that can adapt to change and take advantage of opportunities.

Ethical guidelines: Governments and organizations can estab-
lish ethical guidelines for the development and use of AI to
ensure that the technology is deployed in a way that benefits
society as a whole.

It’s important to note that AI has the potential to bring many
benefits to society, such as increased efficiency and produc-
tivity[. Still,] it is important to ensure that these benefits are
shared fairly and that the negative impacts are minimized.

Q: Do you think that AIs and technology that take humans’ jobs
should be abandoned for humanity’s dignity like in Dune or
should they coexist, and sometimes intervene, in humans’ lives
like in Ready Player One?

A: As an AI, I don’t have personal opinions or personal feelings.
However, it is important to consider the ethical and societal
implications of AI and automation on employment.

Abandoning AI and technology that take human jobs could
have negative consequences, such as limiting economic growth
and progress. On the other hand, fully embracing AI without
considering the impact on employment could also have negative
consequences, such as increased inequality and social unrest.
A balance needs to be struck between utilizing the benefits
of AI and ensuring that the negative impacts on employment
are minimized. This could involve strategies such as those
mentioned earlier, such as providing education and training
for workers, investing in new industries, and creating ethical
guidelines for the development and use of AI. It’s important to
note that AI and automation can also bring many benefits to
society such as improved efficiency, productivity, and safety, so

it’s not a [black-or-white] situation. It’s important to consider
[both] the benefits and drawbacks and try to find a balance in
their use.

Q: Were there similar cases like this, complex machine prob-
lems, in the past? If there was, please explain in detail.

A: Historically, there have been several instances where new
technologies have led to significant changes in the job market.
The most notable example is the Industrial Revolution of the
18th and 19th centuries, which brought about widespread
automation and mechanization of manufacturing and led to
significant job losses for workers in certain industries. However,
it also led to the creation of new jobs in other industries, such as
[factory] jobs that replaced the craftspeople who used to work
by hand.

Another example is the widespread adoption of computers
and automation in the 20th century, which led to job losses in
certain industries such as manufacturing and clerical [work] but
also created new jobs in areas such as information technology
and software development. Both of these examples show that
technological advancements can have a significant impact on
the job market, but it’s also important to note that they also
create new opportunities and new jobs.

It’s important to note that the current technological advance-
ments in AI and automation are taking place at an unprecedented
pace, and the potential impact on the job market may be greater
than in the past. This highlights the importance of being proac-
tive in addressing the potential negative impacts and taking
steps to ensure that the benefits of these technologies are shared
fairly.

The Duty of Indoor Masks Will Be
Gone

by JUNWON LEE

Covid-19 is a severe acute respiratory syndrome disease
spread by the SARS-CoV-2 virus. This viral infection was
first detected during the coronavirus infection-19 pandemic and
became a new infection. The global spread is accelerating due to
the high level of contagion, and the fatality rate is high. Covid-
19 is transmitted to others through coughs, sneezes, speech, or
respiratory smears from infected people. It is transmitted by
entering other people’s eyes, nose, or mouth through smears or
aerosol-containing viruses emitted by infected people, and it
is the reason why masks were mandatory to wear. But, finally,
the long, arduous journey we had will end soon. Starting from
January 30th, 2023, The duty of wearing an indoor mask will
change to the option to wear a mask indoors. Covid-19 was
first detected in December 2019, and the cancellation of duty




