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Crow and Cigarette Butt
by SARANG PARK
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What can you think of when you think about the crows?
Many people think of crows as symbols of bad luck.

Crows have very high intelligence. In terms of human
intelligence, crows have about a 6-year-old child intelligence.
In addition, crows can use tools freely. For example, crows use
wooden sticks like forks to catch bugs hidden deep in trees, and
bend branches with their beaks to use them as hooks. If there
are no suitable tools for hunting, crows cut hard leaves and
make their own tools. Also, when they cannot open walnuts
using their tools, they leave walnuts on the side of the road to
break down the walnuts by car.

These are some examples showing how intelligent crows
are. Using the intelligence of crows, a Swedish startup company
conducted an experiment. After designing a trash can that gives
peanuts as a prize when a crow bites a cigarette butt, they trained
and implemented a few things for the crow, and the crew bit the
cigarette butt. The experiment was successful.

Sweden has a serious cigarette speculation problem, with
more than one billion cigarette butts thrown away every year
in Södertälje, a city in Sweden. The cost of cleaning this up is
about 20 million kroner in Swedish money, about 2.1 million
dollars. However, if crows do this job, the cost will be reduced
by about a quarter. This is not the first attempt to be made. A
few years ago, Trainers trained six crows at Puy du Fou theme
park in western France, and crows played the role of a cleaner.
When this happened in France, the French people’s perception
of crows was much better than before, and people started to like
the crows.

But cigarettes have many harmful substances. Even if peo-
ple do not smoke directly and do secondhand smoke, cigarettes

cause liver cancer. Wouldn’t that have a bad effect on crows? It
is not yet known how picking up cigarette butts affects crows.
However, some scientists say that birds that used to pick up food
from city waste bins can become healthier if they eat healthy
food through these activities.

Now, it has been tested only for horn crow species, and it
seems that other birds, such as magpies and crows, can also be
trained. But why are only crows and birds tested? This is be-
cause crow species are the most intelligent bird, even including
all animals, so it is possible to understand the trade relationship
between garbage and peanut compensation and less likely to eat
garbage or do things by mistake.

In this way, even though crows have about 6-year-old child
intelligence, they have succeeded in education to pick up trash.
Now we are left with one question. Why adults at least 20 years
old still cannot fix throwing cigarette butts on the floor?

Pencil vs. Mechanical Pencil
by JIYONG SIM

Image Source: JetPens

Pencils and mechanical pencils are the writing tools made
of graphite, which can be easily erased by a rubber eraser.
They both are used mostly by children or students for drawings,
especially sketching, because they are easy to fix mistakes by
erasing. Since pencils are thick, they are useful for drawing and
shading: they make drawings look more natural. Also, writing
big letters is better with with pencils than mechanical pencils.
Unlike mechanical pencils, their leads are strong enough not to
break when hard forces are applied.




