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In a Protest Against Reforms, South
Korean Medical Staff Resign

by SHINE LEE
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On Tuesday, February 20th, over 1,600 trainee doctors in
South Korea’s major hospitals resigned in protest. Their protest
was against the government’s intention to increase admissions
into medical schools. Ignoring the orders from the government
to stay at work, there was a mass resignation of 6,500 to 13,000
doctors and interns which caused many delays in treatment and
surgical procedures. The government planned to boost admis-
sions to medical schools due to South Korea having one of the
lowest doctor-to-population ratios among first-world countries.
The plan was to add 10,000 more spots for students to get
into medical school with a 65 percent increase in the number
of students. However, several doctors have strongly opposed
suddenly raising medical school admissions. They claim that
the quality of service would decrease, however, people who
advocate the government’s plan say that doctors are mainly
concerned that this reform could lower their salaries and social
status. Doctors have also said that the change would “increase
the foot traffic into hospitals and have a negative impact on the
health insurance system.” Though doctors strongly disagree
with the plan, the general public seems to support the plan
overall, with 75 percent in favor from a recent poll. Prime Min-
ister Han Duck-soo pleaded to the doctors to not take people’s
lives and health hostage and took emergency measures such as
the use of telemedicine and the distribution of health-related
services with electronic information, as the number of doctors
resigning increased rapidly.

The Impact of Al

by JULIE SONG
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Recently the rise of Al has taken over the world and it seems
like their capabilities are increasing day by day with shocking
speed. Al these days can write essays if humans just give them
a prompt and with the literacy rate of young Gen Z generations
decreasing day by day, professionals believe Al technology will
increase the rate of this problem. The same brain function that is
responsible for reading and comprehension are also responsible
for writing which means writing stuff is a great way to increase
the capabilities of that specific part of our heads. It is not a
secret that kids don’t read books anymore, and it is also not a
secret that kids have a hard time understanding words during
class, so the only option left for kids to increase their literacy is
writing but now Al such as GPT, is substituting them.

Moreover, careers such as teachers, graphic designers, engi-
neers, and administrators are possible jobs that could be replaced
with AL On the other hand, scientists are saying that Als will
never replace humans, and will instead be balanced. However,
many research papers about the development of technology and
its effect on human brains and life are coming out. According
to some experiments, because almost all children and people
are addicted or open to smartphones and computers, they have
higher dopamine levels with the likes of Instagram and texting
people, which eventually leads to depression due to excessive
dopamine production.

The word “popcorn brain” comes out as the technology
develops and the situation gets worse, in which only a person’s
occipital brain develops. However, the frontal lobe gets smaller
and doesn’t grow anymore. The popcorn brain is a phenomenon
in which the brain becomes insensitive or helpless to reality,
familiar with advanced digital devices. It’s characterized by
reacting only to immediate phenomena, just like popcorn pops
right up, reacting numbly to slow-changing realities. Many
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of the students are studying with devices and the usage of
technology dramatically increased compared to the past. To not
be obsessed with technology, we should know how to control
ourselves and use it accordingly.

About the Neuralink Brain
Computer Interface (BCI) Chip

by YEONJEONG JEON
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Neuralink, Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s brain-computer inter-
face startup, has begun clinical trials implanting computer chips
in the human brain. This is the fulfillment of a promise eight
years ago, eight months after the FDA approved the clinical
trial in May of last year.

Elon Musk said on his personal Twitter on January 28, “The
first Neuralink patient has had a chip implanted in the brain,”
and “The patient is currently recovering and has not shown
side effects.” He also mentioned a recent success in which a
patient was able to move a mouse cursor on a computer screen
using only his thoughts. The next goal is to achieve “push
as many buttons as possible” using just your thoughts. He
further said that the big goal is to be able to control electronic
devices, including mobile phones and computers, using just
one’s thoughts.

Musk’s goal is to support individuals with quadriplegia
or visual impairment, and early adopters will primarily target
people with paralysis. Musk cited physicist Stephen Hawking
as a prime example of using BCI chips, saying, "Imagine if
Stephen Hawking could communicate faster than a typist or an
auctioneer. That’s our goal." Musk also highlighted the poten-
tial for people born blind to gain sight through this technology.

However, despite this advanced technology, controversy
over safety continues. While expectations are high for Neu-
ralink, concerns continue to arise within the industry about

the safety of chip implants. In 2021, a chip was successfully
implanted into a monkey’s brain, allowing it to play simple
computer games using only its thoughts. However, as it was
reported that 15 out of 23 monkeys died during the experiment,
criticism arose as concerns grew about the hasty nature of the
experiment. Nevertheless, if this technology is successful, it
will be able to give new lives to countless people and give hope.

2024 MLB Opening Day to be Held
in Seoul: Why?

by BRIAN CHOI
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The 2024 Major League Baseball season is coming soon and
the hottest baseball team right now, the Los Angeles Dodgers,
announced that they will hold their opening day game in South
Korea. The Dodgers of course, being the best team in MLB,
signed top free agents Shohei Ohtani and his fellow Japanese
teammate Yoshinobu Yamamoto on top of the already stacked
roster they have in order to reach the goal of winning the World
Series. Now the other team, the San Diego Padres, they are in a
bit of a different situation. The Padres have called themselves

‘rivals’ of the Dodgers but their team is a hot dumpster fire. For

starters, the man in the bottom right-side corner Juan Soto —
the best player the Padres had — has been recently traded to
the New York Yankees so Soto would not even be in Korea
to play. Another factor is that they have a wild pitching staff,
meaning if two of them perform well, the other two suck. With
these circumstances, the Padres are just an afterthought in this
competition and every media, fan, and MLB official is looking
forward to Shohei Ohtani’s Dodger debut.
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Fans are of course anticipated to see the Dodgers play
with their new superstars but there’s still one question left
unanswered: why Seoul? Some say that it is because of the
Padres star shortstop Ha-seong Kim and their newly signed
Korean reliever Woo-suk Go but Yamamoto alone is bigger
than both of these players combined so that doesn’t really make
sense. If the MLLB wanted to do something nice to the overseas
fans they should’ve planned this game in Japan since the two
teams have four Japanese players combined (Yuki Matsui, Yu
Darvish, Shohei Ohtani, and Yoshinobu Yamamoto) and the
Tokyo Dome’s 55,000 capacity makes much more sense than
Gocheok Sky Dome’s 16,700. So, why are they playing in Korea
again? The answer is because of MLB’s effort in globalizing
the game. The MLB Seoul Series is one of many special games
that will be held in locations outside of the U.S. (London Series
and Mexico Series will be held later this year with a possibility
of a Dominican Republic Series) as an effort to globalize the
game of baseball around the world and Korea is the perfect
place for this. At this moment, the top three baseball leagues
around the world are the MLB, NPB (Japan), and the KBO
(Korea) and out of these places, Korea has the least interest in
baseball.

Interest in baseball hit an all-time high starting back in the
2008 Beijing Olympics when Korea won the gold medal and
ended around 2019 when Hyun-Jin Ryu of the Dodgers had
arguably the best pitching season for an Asian player. But the
interest dropped rapidly after the 2021 Tokyo Olympics. In a
tournament with only six teams, Korea finished fourth. This
outraged the Korean public because on paper, Korea was the
second-strongest team just behind Japan and many Koreans
were anticipating a medal. The struggles of the Korean National
Team continued into the 2023 World Baseball Classic where
Korea lost to Australia, a team consisting of amateurs — one of
the players who hit a home run was a doctor for goodness sake.
These two tournaments made Koreans lose interest in the sport
and MLB wants to change that quickly.

Will MLB’s effort to re-popularize the game of baseball
in Korea be effective? Well it is not going to be as effective
as Japan since Ohtani is the greatest baseball player in the
world right now and Korea needs a star — not at Ohtani’s level
but something compared to Heung-min Son of soccer — to get
people interested in the game.

Putin Mentions Ending War

by CIERRA BAE

Russian President Vladimir Putin has proposed a cease-
fire in Ukraine which would maintain the current front but
unofficially, Russia is claiming that the US rejected the pro-
posal. According to Reuters, a high-ranking Russian official
has claimed that President Putin tried to initiate formal and
informal talks with the US through Middle Eastern partners
between late last year and early this year. However, these talks

did not come to fruition, as Putin’s stance was to end the war
while maintaining the current front line where Russian and
Ukrainian forces are confronting each other, which would mean
Russia keeping around 20Russian sources say that the mediators
conveying the positions of both sides met in Turkey late last
year but negotiations between the two sides were not finally
concluded. A source claimed that "The US maintained its
position that a ceasefire could not be discussed without the
participation of Ukraine, which is the party involved," which
caused the talks to fail. A US government official has refused to
confirm whether there were any unofficial contacts with Russia.
The Kremlin, the White House, the US State Department, and
the CIA have declined to answer questions. This is not the
first time that the Russian government has conveyed a ceasefire
message behind the scenes. Some analysts say that Russia may
be directing the appearance of direct talks with the US behind
the scenes, excluding Ukraine as part of a psychological war.
In a recent interview with former Fox News anchor Tucker
Carlson, Putin indicated that he was willing to call a ceasefire
if the West stopped providing military aid to Ukraine. However,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky maintains that there
is no ceasefire without the complete withdrawal of Russian
troops.

What Went Wrong in the Asian Cup

by MINSEOP CHIN

Recently, South Korea lost 2:0 against Jordan in the semifi-
nals. Jordan, FIFA ranking of 87, is not a well-known country
for soccer. However, the Korean National team, located in FIFA
ranking 23, failed to win against Jordan without making a shot
on target. This shocking result became a sparking issue for the
whole Korean society. There were various assumptions made
for what had gone wrong even when the squad was considered
the greatest. In my opinion, the most reliable assumption is the
problem with coach Klinsmann. Klinsmann has been appointed
as the South Korean National team coach after the former coach
Paulo Bento’s contract expired after the Qatar World Cup. The
first few games against South American teams such as Colom-
bia and Uruguay haven’t been bad as Paulo Bento’s tiki-taka’s
presence was left there. However, after a few months, it wasn’t
going well. Due to the lack of tactics, the Korean National
team was dominated by weak countries such as Wales. Not only
the insufficient tactics but the critics mention that substitution
during the match was too late and useless every time. But people
have decided to judge Klinsmann depending on his Asian Cup
performance. So Klinsmann’s lifespan has been extended. In
contrast, unlike people’s expectations, where the squad was one
of the best in history, their performance was awful. The team
couldn’t even manage to win against Malaysia. They managed
to reach the semifinals but with great effort from purely the
player’s own skills, not by teamwork and Klinsmann’s tactics.
We do not need to be stubborn to appoint a manager overboard.






