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The Gulf of America and The Gulf
of Mexico
by SEJIN TENNANT
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Among the 20+ executive orders issued by Trump on his first

day as president, one of the executive orders was to rename the
Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of America. Although the proposi-
tion was initially faced with ridicule, support for the movement
quickly grew. Eventually, the order was passed, officializing
the name, and somewhat solidifying the new name(although
without full support from the public). In retaliation(as a joke)
the President of Mexico, Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo, jokingly
stated that she would rename the U.S. as “Mexican America”.
With diplomatic hostility and global controversy strife, many
were unsure about how these events would unfold. These wor-
ries were answered later when Google officially announced the
name changes for the Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of America,
although it may vary depending on where you live. For instance,
if you live in Korea, or anywhere in the world(other than the US
and Mexico), you would see it written as Gulf of Mexico with
(Gulf of America) in parentheses. If you reside in the United
States, you may witness it as the Gulf of America. And if you
live in Mexico, the gulf’s name will appear to be unchanged.

Through all this map naming chaos, an important article
of information needs to be recognized: No country owns the
Gulf of Mexico/America. with Mexico, the US, and Cuba all
bordering the gulf, the three countries are only in control(in
terms of territoriality) of the gulf for 12 nautical miles from
their shore, with 200 extra nautical miles overseeing the EEZs,
which are areas where the respective country is entitled to
extract resources from. This means that it may be unethical to
change the name of an important landmark no one officially

owns unless it is agreed upon by the countries occupying the
surrounding area.

Argentina’s Stand Up Against
Inflation

by WOOJOO KIM
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After 4 years, Argentina finally reduced their inflation rate

by less than 100 percent. President of Argentina Javier Milei
stated that the consumer price index of Argentina rises. After
one year of the presidential inauguration of Javier Milei, Ar-
gentina is starting to revive from inflation. For the first time
in 4 years the inflation rate of Argentina recorded its lowest
rate. Javier Milei’s contractionary policy is finally showing the
effect on the economy after 1 year of presidential inauguration.
On 2023 December the inflation rate of Argentina was 211.4
% but it got reduced to 93.6 percentage points according to the
central bank of Argentina. Their Consumer Price Index(CPI)
rate decreased from 25.5% to 2.4% on 2024 November, the
lowest rate after the 2020 July which was recorded 1.9%. It is
lower than market forecast which was 2.8% and increase rate
compared to the previous year of same month also decreased
from 193% to 166%

According to Luis Caputo, the current Minister of Economy
of Argentina, they stated that they can reduce the monthly de-
preciation rate of the Argentina peso from 2% to 1%. Argentina
operates the “crawling peg” system which frequently adjusts an
exchange rate within a small range. They adopted this “crawling
peg” system to aim for minimizing the shocks in the Argentina
exchange market.
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President Milei claimed that 2024 November was the first
month in which deflation occurred in the Argentine market.
According to him, 0.1% of deflation occurred this month and
because inflation got eased central bank of Argentina lowered
interest rate from 35% to 32% in the 6th

It is argued that president Javier Milei’s “chainsaw reform”
played a key role in catching inflation in Argentina. Within just
a 1 year after Javier Milei’s presidency, Javier Milei merged 18
government ministries into 9 ministries and abolished one-third
of the public spending, subsidies for energy, and transportation
cost. But these processes increased poverty and economic
inequality that triggered protests led by labor unions, retirees,
and university students.

Elementary School Teacher Fatally
Stabs 8-Year-Old Student in Daejeon

by SALLY HUH

On February 10th, Kim Ha-neul (8) was stabbed by her
teacher at an elementary school in Daejeon. Police discovered
her on the second floor of a school building around 5:40 pm,
but she passed away when she was moved to the hospital. The
teacher was found beside her with self-inflicted stab wounds
and later confessed that she murdered the student. The motive
of the murder is unclear, but the report suggests that she was
extremely mentally unstable and showed violent aspects towards
her colleagues a few days before the incident.

The Daejeon education office confirmed that the teacher
had requested a six-month leave of absence citing depression
on December 9, but had returned to school just 20 days later
after being deemed fit by a doctor.

The police stated that the attack wasn’t directed toward Kim
Ha-neul specifically but was a random act. When students left
after daycare classes, she approached the last student leaving
the class, offered her a book, and directed her to the audiovisual
room, where she strangled and stabbed her.

The knife that was used to stab the girl was bought from a
kitchenware store on that very day, which was about 2km away
from the school.

It was revealed that the teacher was diagnosed with depres-
sion since the year 2018, and had suicidal thoughts from time to
time during her leave of absence. In the days before the attack,
she displayed some violent behaviors. Her colleagues reported,
"There was a situation where computers were damaged because
she hit them forcibly when the work portal site was not loading."
Also, she showed aggressive headlocks to fellow teachers who
tried to talk to her, saying, “Why should I be the only one who
is unhappy?"

The police plan was to reveal the motive of the crime through
further investigation, but the suspect is currently recovering
after surgery on her neck due to the amputation of the vein.

A lot of critiques are going towards the Daejeon education
office for letting a mentally unstable teacher return to school
without enough rest and failing to separate her from the students
after several reports of violent behaviors.

Many of the locals laid flowers and stuffed dolls at the gate
of the school, as a memorial for the little girl.

“Will It Be Okay To Tell The Other
Teachers About My Depression?”

Korean School Teachers Fear
Psychological Treatments

by YEJI LIM

The government is currently trying to rapidly start an enact-
ment that separates the teachers who suffer from psychological
problems. This enactment was made because, on February 10th,
there was a case in Daejeon where an elementary teacher who
was suffering from mental illness killed a student with a knife.

The government confirmed the start of the enactment on
February 18th, claiming that teachers who have mental illness
are more likely to commit problems like crimes.

They will block hiring teachers with mental issues through
teaching aptitude tests and interview enhancements. The gov-
ernment is also planning to do a mental health survey for the
current faculty,

Teachers are saying that those who have serious mental
illness should get proper treatments and be separated. Still, they
are also opposed to it because they worry teachers could be
branded as potential criminals and could be socially isolated.

Unfortunately, however, the Seoul Teachers’ Union con-
ducted a survey with 5275 teachers, and 97.5

An elementary school teacher, Ms.A, who had been taking
psychological treatment since 2016, confessed she was afraid
of revealing her illness to her parents and her coworkers in the
past, but the atmosphere these days has changed a lot and all of
her close friends and coworkers including the principal know
her mental health problems. However, she said this enactment
feels like it’s going to the past again, and she is afraid she will
be branded.

The public, looking at these controversies, argues that just
because someone has a problem in their mental health does not
mean they all commit crimes, and this enactment is not for the
best.

I also believe that enactment separating teachers and brand-
ing them seems to be extreme and arbitrary. There could be
another way of taking action for teachers who have mental
illness such as, pairing teachers who understand these kinds of
situations to supervisors, who can help them recover and do
their work properly. Also, there could be regular mental health
programs for the teachers.




