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Shigeru Ishiba to be Japan’s Leader
by YESEONG LEE
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Former Minister of Defense Shigeru Ishiba was newly

elected as a leader of Japan’s ruling party, the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) on September 27th, winning on his fifth
attempt. The leader of LDP, which has ruled Japan for almost
all of the post-war era, is certainly becoming the 101st prime
minister of Japan due to its majority in parliament and Japan’s
system of government. He competed with 9 candidates includ-
ing Shinjiro Koizumi who is famous for his phrase “Fun, Cool,
and Sexy.” and Sanae Takaichi who is a hard-line nationalist.
It is significant that it is the first election that is held after the
dissolution of the factions in the party because of the scandal.
In the first round, Takaichi was in the lead receiving 181 votes
while Ishiba received 154. It was mainly due to his low approval
among diet members. It is famous that he never comes out
to any meeting or dinner of factions. In the Second, however,
some of the diet members’ votes for Koizumi moved to Ishiba
so he could win receiving 215 votes out of 415.

Shigeru Ishiba is well known for his strong claims about
the normalization of Japan’s security and strengthening of the
Self Defence Forces. He has also mentioned the foundation of
the marine force in the Self Defense forces. In the press confer-
ence after the election, he cited recent incursions from Russia
and China into Japan’s territory and North Korea’s repeated
missile tests as evidence that Japan must strengthen its security.
He also admits that the agreements of the other countries are
mandatory to achieve normalization. In Korea, he is considered
one of the few pro-Korean politicians in Japan. He claims that
Japan should face the responsibility of the War and apologize
to war-affected countries, especially Korea, mentioning the
Name-Changing Program and military sexual slavery. Also, he

has not been visiting Yasukuni Shrine. However, he is showing
a hard stance on Dokdo. The relationship between Korea and
Japan is looked forward to in his term.

Taliban Erects New Law On
Banning Showing Women’s Face

and Voices
by SEJIN TENNANT
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Recently, the Taliban, an oppressive terrorist group known

for instating laws that bar young girls and women from basic
human rights and restricting their freedom.

Recently, they have announced new “vice and virtue laws”,
which prohibit women and girls from showing their faces and
presenting their voices in public. This addition further restricts
their freedom, as they are already not allowed to attend schools
and universities if they are in 7th grade and above. More infor-
mation on their past additions can be seen at the end, where
you can view the Taliban’s laws against women in schools and
universities, the justice system, women outside of their homes,
and many other categories.

The Taliban was first formed in the early 1990s, as a group
that was said to restore peace and stability and to enforce their
interpretation of the Sharia Law, or Islamic law. Soon, they
extended their sphere of influence by overtaking Afghanistan’s
capital, Kabul, where they killed the president of Afghanistan,
raising themselves to be the rulers of Afghan society.

Following the 9/11 attacks and the Taliban’s continuation of
their mistreatment of people, especially targeting women, the
US and Britain started a campaign against the Taliban, wishing
to push them out of Afghanistan. Eventually, they succeeded,
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keeping the people of Afghanistan safe. However, after nearly
twenty years of fighting, they eventually withdrew their troops
during President Joe Biden’s inauguration. Ultimately, this
led to the Taliban retaking control of Afghanistan at lightning
speed, taking only weeks to become rulers of Afghanistan.

Sadly, this was the main cause of the current ethical prob-
lems gripping Afghanistan’s people today, and possibly for
many long years.

Oceanographers find Rare Creatures
Deep Down the Pacific Ocean

by YEJI LIM
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Have you ever dreamed of or imagined a mythical creature

living under the sea? If you ever did, what did it look like?
Recently, oceanographers found rare and fascinating creatures
under the sea.

Imagine four famous skyscrapers you know. Now, stack
those buildings on top of each other. Can you imagine how tall
it would be? About a month ago, oceanographers discovered
an underwater mountain as tall as those skyscrapers stacked
together. It is located in the Pacific Ocean 900 miles off the
coast of Chile. The sea mountain is 1.9 miles tall and part of an
underwater mountain range which is home to sponge gardens,
ancient corals and rare marine species.

Using an underwater robot, a team led by the Schmidt Ocean
Institute explored one of the mountain’s ridges, finding a region
rich in marine biodiversity.

Furthermore, the researchers have documented a ghostly
white Casper Octopus, marking the first time this deep-dwelling
cephalopod has been seen in the ocean. The researchers also
spotted two rare Bathyphysa Siphonophores, sometimes known
as the spaghetti monster for their string-like appearances. They
also recorded the first footage of a live Promachoteuthis Squid,
a squid that has a unique color of skin, known only from a
few collected specimens. Including these three rare creatures,
oceanographers explored and found a variety of various sea
creatures under the sea.

Thanks to these explorations, the leader of the team was
able to map and explore 25 sea mountains, which is quite a large
number to explore. As a result, they got informative data as a
community which could be put forward to make the case for an
interesting region of protection for the ocean. Oceanographers

and explorers hope to find more regions under the sea in the
future.

Paris Olympic Breakdancing
Australia

by DANIEL CHEON
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Nicknamed B-Girl Raygun, Rachel Gunn, is a 36-year-old

Australian breakdancer whose performance at the 2024 Paris
Olympics was criticized and became viral on many social media
platforms. She competed in the official new sport “breaking”
or breakdancing which had its first debut at the 2024 Paris
Olympics. Her performance, which was composed of various
movements such as mimicking the hopping of a kangaroo or a
snake, led many viewers to be confused by her style and was
mocked by social media users via memes and videos whilst other
athletes got famous by performing charismatic and appealing
moves.

Because of this underwhelming performance, it generated
many disappointed people, and these people, many of them
Australian, shared their thoughts about how “it made a mockery
of the Australian scene”. Some even went down to question if
she was fairly qualified for the place in the Olympics, Seeing
that her husband is also a breakdancer and creating conspiracies
that he was one of the judges on the qualification for her rights
to compete in the Paris Olympics. This mockery did not stop
online, though most were light-hearted jokes such as memes
derived from screenshots of her signature moves on the stage,
some crossed the line between a simple joke and mean mockery.

However many have rushed to defend Rachel against this
abuse, mentioning her hardships on her journey to become
a representative of Australia in the “male-dominated scene”
said by Rachel. Also about how the careless words thrown
by the public are disappointing and could stop artists from
trying new things like Rachel, who tried being creative in her
field. Breaking head judge Martin Gilan said that breaking
was “all about originality”, mentioning how Raygun tried to




